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At its constitutive meeting, the TRAN Committee elected its new Bureau:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20170124IPR59730/transport-committee-elects-its-chair-and-

vice-chairs

Chair:
Ms Karima Delli

(Greens/EFA, FR)

© European Union 2017

1st Vice-Chair: 2nd Vice-Chair: 3rd Vice-Chair: 4th Vice-Chair:
Mr Dominique Riquet Mr Dieter-Lebrecht Koch Mr Tomasz Piotr Poręba     Mr István Ujhelyi

(ALDE, FR) (EPP, DE) (ECR, PL) (S&D, HU)
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In this edition...
 Aviation Strategy for Europe
 Accessibility requirements for products and services
 Regulation on binding annual greenhouse emission reductions
 Implementation and extension of the EFSI
 Discharges 2015 – European Commission and Agencies
 Scrutiny: Presentation by the Commission of Delegated Acts on TEN-T Guidelines
 Presentation by Mr Herics, Rapporteur of the Court of Auditors’ Special Report 23/2016 on Maritime transport in

the EU: in troubled waters – much ineffective and unsustainable
 Presentation by Minister of Transport and Minister for Tourism of Malta on MT Presidency priorities
 Presentation by the Commission of the proposal for a Regulation on cross-border parcel delivery
 Presentation by the Commission, DG MOVE of the 3 REFIT files on safety rules of passenger ships
 Presentation by EMSA Executive Director, Mr Mylly

Aviation Strategy for Europe

Adoption of draft report

The report of Mr Telička, "Aviation Strategy for Europe",
was adopted in Committee by a large majority of 32
votes in favour, 7 against and 3 abstentions.

The Committee's Chair thanked and congratulated the
Rapporteur for his intense efforts to achieve a
comprehensive and balanced report that should be the
basis for future actions of the Parliament in the aviation
sector.

Improving connectivity, boosting competiveness,
keeping a market driven perspective, along with keeping
the highest standards in safety, security and working
conditions are the key principles on which members
could find a common position.

 Rapporteur: Pavel Telička (ALDE, CS)
 Own-initiative procedure
 Vote in Plenary: February II 2017

Accessibility requirements for products and
services
Consideration of draft opinion

The Rapporteur supports the Commission Directive
proposal to help Member States achieve their national
commitments as well as their obligations regarding
accessibility under the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), to which
EU is a party. In the Transport sector the Directive
focuses on non-discrimination and the provision of
assistance for persons with reduced mobility. He

described his Draft Opinion, especially the amendments
to extend the scope of the Directive (to urban transport,
the built environment, inter-modality, transport
vehicles, tourism services and definition) and to shorten
the cut-off date.  Members noted that they will propose
amendments to include only feasibility targets, adapt
the Directive to sectorial transport legislation, modify
the definition, and to require the same obligations from
public and private companies. The Commission
welcomed the proposal to extend the scope and
considered the draft Directive as complementary with
the European transport legislation.

 Rapporteur: Keith Taylor (Greens/EFA, UK)
 Ordinary Legislative procedure, Opinion to IMCO
 Deadline for amendments: 3 February 2017
 Vote in TRAN Committee: 28 February 2017
 Vote in IMCO Committee: March 2017
 Vote in Plenary: April 2017 (tbc)

Regulation on binding annual greenhouse
emission reductions
Consideration of draft opinion

The Rapporteur recalled that more than 75% of the
Union’s greenhouse gas emissions are energy-related
and called for the promotion of measures meant to
improve energy efficiency and thus reduce energy
demand, as well as for the integration of such measures
with climate policy actions across sectors. She
underlined that as the sectors covered by the Regulation
constitute more than half of the Union´s greenhouse gas
emissions, measures in these sectors are highly
important in order to fulfil the Union`s commitments
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under the Paris Agreement. She therefore stressed that
monitoring, reporting and follow up procedures under
the Regulation should be fully transparent. The
Rapporteur urged the Commission to create an efficient
and transparent system to monitor the outcome of the
flexibilities introduced. She also stressed the importance
of EU cooperation with third countries in order to
envisage climate solutions by implementing joint
projects, in the 2030 climate policy context.

The Rapporteur proposed that to achieve the objectives
under the Paris Agreement, Member States shall
continue reducing greenhouse gas emissions covered by
this Regulation annually, in a linear manner, beyond
2030, leading to a reduction of 60% by 2040 compared
to 2005 levels, and of 95% by 2050 compared to 2005.
This suggestion is actually to extend the timeframe of
measures foreseen in the proposal for the Regulation,
which refers only to the period up to 2030. Some
Members supported the proposal to extend the
timeframe of the Regulation until 2050, while others
stressed that by then a review of the Regulation should
take place, which should lead to more appropriate
targets. The Commission explained that there is no
impact assessment available beyond 2030.

According to Article 10 and Annex IV of the Regulation,
lower-income Member States would receive a starting
point bonus that allows them to emit more in the year
2021. The Rapporteur stressed that this pollution quota
should be removed, in order to avoid further delay in the
transition towards climate friendly societies. Some
Members supported this opinion, while the Commission
explained that the measures to be taken on the basis of
relative GDP per capita are in line with the approach
taken in the current Effort Sharing Decision and the
guidance by the October 2014 European Council.

 Rapporteur: Merja Kyllönen (GUE/NGL, FI)
 Ordinary Legislative procedure, Opinion to

ENVI
 Deadline for amendments: 3 February 2017
 Vote in TRAN Committee: 23 March 2017
 Vote in ENVI Committee: 29-30 May 2017
 Vote in Plenary: Tbd

Implementation and extension of the EFSI
Consideration of draft opinions

The Committee discussed the two TRAN opinions on EFSI
implementation and on the EFSI 2.0 proposal for the
extension of the fund. Rapporteurs and Members were
critical about the selection of projects and on the
regional balance of EFSI investments in transport so far,
in particular the rather low turn-out in new Member
States. Speakers also questioned the proposed extension
of the fund, both in duration and volume, after just one
year of implementation of EFSI. Members stressed the
need to strengthen the transport dimension in the EFSI
2.0 proposal, gearing additionality criteria more towards
TEN-T objectives, but avoiding further cuts in the
resources of the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF).
Members also argued that it should be made easier for
regional and local authorities to participate in EFSI
transport projects, and discussed possible options to
facilitate access to finance and enhance technical
assistance by the European Investment Advisory Hub.
The Commission stated that additional funding for
transport would be addressed by upcoming MFF
proposals, making up for the cuts in the CEF related to
EFSI.

Implementation of the EFSI

 Rapporteurs: Inés Ayala Sender (S&D, ES),
Dominique Riquet (ALDE, FR)

 Own Initiative procedure, Opinion to BUDG-
ECON

Extension of the EFSI (EFSI 2.0)

 Rapporteur: Inés Ayala Sender (S&D, ES)
 Ordinary Legislative procedure, Opinion to

BUDG-ECON

Timetable for both opinions:

 Deadline for amendments: 22 March 2017
 Vote in TRAN Committee: 23 March 2017
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 Vote in BUDG-ECON Committee: 15 May 2017
 Vote in Plenary: Tbd

Discharges 2015: European Commission
and Agencies
Consideration of draft opinions

The Rapporteurs were in favour of granting discharges to
the Commission, the transport Agencies (EMSA, ERA and
EASA) and SESAR, the European air traffic management
system Joint Undertaking. Members also supported
granting discharge for the Commission and other bodies.
The Chair invited the Commission to create a tool that
would provide citizens with easy access to the
implementation of the EU budget, in particular with
regard to the different modes of transport.

 Rapporteurs: Karima Delli (Greens/EFA, FR),
Claudia Schmidt (EPP/A)

 Discharge Procedure
 Deadline for tabling amendments: 2 February

2017
 Vote in TRAN Committee: 27-28 Feb 2017
 Vote in CONT Committee: 23 March 2017
 Vote in Plenary: April II 2017

Scrutiny: Presentation by the Commission of
Delegated Acts on TEN-T Guidelines
The Commission presented two draft delegated acts. The
first one, amending TEN-T maps within the EU, has
already been submitted to the scrutiny of the
Parliament. The second one, amending TEN-T maps
extended to specific third countries, will probably be
submitted in February 2017.

In accordance with Articles 49 (4) and 49 (6) of
Regulation (EU) No 1315/2013 the Commission has the
power to adopt delegated acts to take into account
possible changes resulting from the actual usage of
certain elements of transport infrastructure analysed
against the quantitative thresholds established by the
Regulation. Therefore, in view of the latest available
statistics published by Eurostat or by the national
statistics offices, the Commission updated the existing
TEN-T maps.

Members held a discussion with the Commission on the
next revision of TEN-T, foreseen in 2023, on the criteria
for the eligibility of infrastructure projects for Union
financial assistance, and on how some specific network

corridors have been updated following the inputs from
Member States authorities.

Presentation by Minister of Transport and
Infrastructure of Malta, Mr Joe Mizzi, and
Minister for Tourism, Dr Edward Zammit Lewis
on Presidency priorities

The Committee heard from Ministers, Mr Joe Mizzi and
Mr Edward Zammit Lewis, the priorities of the Maltese
presidency in the area of transport and tourism. The
presidency will give priority to maritime transport
dealing with the legislative proposals on passenger ship
safety and port-reception facilities. Priority will also be
given to aviation (EASA Regulation, Air transport
agreements). As regards the collaborative economy, the
Maltese Presidency wishes to see a level-playing field
and fair competition for tourism operators. Members
are also in favour of a more flexible visa regime that
would facilitate access to the EU of tourists originating
from third countries such as China. The Ministers also
referred to two events to be held during the Maltese
Presidency: a Stakeholders Meeting on Maritime and
Road Safety (28 March) and a Ministerial Conference on
Tourism (25-26 May).

© European Union 2017

The Members of the Committee drew the attention of
the Maltese Presidency to the following:

- the need to advance with the aviation files that
are currently blocked in the Council due to the
UK-Spain dispute over Gibraltar;

- introduce a more flexible visa regime in order to
attract more visitors to Europe, in accordance
with the recommendations made by the TRAN
Committee;
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- consider the extension of Sulphur Emission
Control Areas (SECAs) to the Mediterranean;

- fair competition between road and rail
transport;

- promotion of motorways of the sea and short-
sea shipping.

Presentation by EMSA Executive Director,
Mr Mylly

Mr Mylly gave an overview of the tasks lying ahead of
EMSA in 2017. He focused on the core business of the
agency (maritime safety, environmental protection and
surveillance) as well as on the new activities in
cooperation with the European Border and Coast Guard
Agency. Members thanked EMSA for the work achieved
so far. They, however, expressed concerns that with the
additional tasks linked to border control and security, as
well as tasks in relation to oil and gas platforms, the
agency risks lacking resources to carry out its core tasks.
They also pointed at sulphur emissions from shipping
and questioned why reduction measures are not taken
to protect the Mediterranean sea area. Members
stressed that they will continue to request adequate
funding and staffing of the agency.

© European Union 2017

Presentation by Mr Herics, Rapporteur of the
Court of Auditors’ Special Report 23/2016 on
Maritime transport in the EU: in troubled
waters – much ineffective and
unsustainable

Members were deeply concerned with the findings of
the Court of Auditors regarding the use of EU funds (EUR
7 billion) for port investments during the 2000-2013
period. The audit results showed that EU funds had
generally not been used efficiently. Members, however,

pointed to the fact that the audit did not give a complete
picture of the EU funds injected into the sector. They also
underscored the fact that a port cannot be immediately
functional after its construction, and that slow take-up
was sometimes linked to the financial crisis of 2008. They
fully supported the recommendations of the Court of
Auditors, in particular that the quality of EU spending
should be improved and efficient control mechanisms
set in place. The Court also stressed that the Commission
should ensure a better exchange of information with the
European Investment Bank. The Court invited the
Commission to adopt guidelines on state-aid regarding
ports (General block exemption Regulation) without
delay. The debate concluded with a positive note: since
2013, TEN-T guidelines and CEF (Connecting Europe
Facility) have been adopted. These instruments should
ensure that EU funds are used more adequately and
efficiently with an EU-added value.

© European Union 2017

Presentation by the Commission of the
proposal for a Regulation on cross-border
parcel delivery services

The Commission presented its proposal, the aim of
which is to increase price transparency and regulatory
oversight of cross-border parcel delivery services so that
individual consumers and small e-retailers can benefit
from more affordable deliveries. The proposal also seeks
to encourage competition by requiring transparent and
non-discriminatory third-party access to certain cross-
border parcel delivery services and infrastructure.

The Rapporteur stressed that there is a need for fair
competition, price transparency and consumer
protection in the cross-border parcel delivery market.
Some Members expressed serious concerns that the
proposal is not far-reaching and the proposed price
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transparency mechanism would not be sufficient to
reduce unjustified tariff differences that have been
observed between national and cross-border parcel
delivery services.

The Rapporteur will present her draft report in the
coming months, in view of a TRAN Committee vote on
the proposal in July.

 Rapporteur: Lucy Anderson (S&D, UK)
 Ordinary Legislative Procedure
 Consideration of draft report: 3-4 May 2017
 Deadline for amendments: 16 May 2017
 Consideration of amendments: 19-20 June 2017
 Vote in TRAN Committee: 11 July 2017
 Vote in Plenary: Tbd

Presentation by the Commission, DG MOVE
of the 3 REFIT files on safety rules of
passenger ships
The Commission presented the three proposals which
aim at modernizing and simplifying the current rules. The
Rapporteurs (Ms Aiuto, Ms Bilbao Barandica and Mr
Riquet) and Shadow Rapporteurs welcomed the
proposals and underlined the importance of ensuring a
high level of safety in the field. Members discussed with
the Commission in quite some detail the proposed
amended rules for the construction of ships, the
registration of passengers and ship inspections. The
exchange of views brought forward some issues, such as
the retention time of passenger data, the availability of
national single windows for registration purposes, a risk-
based inspection regime and, qualification and training
of the crew. During the debate, the Commission
informed Members of its intention to develop a code
regarding safety standards for small craft below 24
meters.

Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda - To be confirmed
Monday 27 February 2017, afternoon:

 Proposal for Directive on registration of persons sailing on board passenger ships operating to or from ports of
the Community – consideration of draft report/Bilbao

 Proposal for Directive on a system of inspections for the safe operation of ro-ro ferry and high speed passenger
craft in regular service – consideration of draft report/Riquet

 Proposal for Directive on safety rules and standards for passenger ships – consideration of draft report/Aiuto
 Accessibility requirements for products and services (Opinion to IMCO) – consideration of amendments/Taylor
 Digitising European Industry (Opinion to ITRE INI) – consideration of draft opinion
 European standards – implementation of Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012 (Opinion to IMCO INI) – consideration

of draft opinion/Telička
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Tuesday 28 February, morning:

 Accessibility requirements for products and services (Opinion to IMCO) – vote/Taylor
 Discharges 2015: European Commission and Agencies – vote/Delli/Schmidt
 Scrutiny of the Commission: Roadworthiness of motor vehicles (Directive 2014/45) – odometer frauds
 Financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union – consideration of draft opinion/Van de Camp
 Regulation on binding annual greenhouse emission reductions (Opinion to ENVI) – consideration of

amendments/Kyllönen
 Exchange of views with TEN-T Coordinators Pawel Wojchiechowski, Laurens-Jan Brinkhorst and Matthieu Grosch

on “Extending cooperation with third countries and unblocking cross-border problems”

Tuesday 28 February, afternoon:

 Hearing on 'Economic losses of border checks'
 A European agenda for collaborative economy (opinion to IMCO Report) – consideration of draft

opinion/Kyllonen
 Towards a European Gigabit Society (opinion to ITRE INI) – consideration of draft opinion/Złotowski
 Promotion of internet connectivity in local communities (Opinion to ITRE) – consideration of draft opinion

TRAN Committee meetings 2017, Brussels
Wednesday, 22 March, 9h00-12h30
Wednesday, 22 March, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 23 March, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 10 April, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 11 April, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 11 April, 15h00-18h30

Wednesday, 3 May, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 4 May, 9h00-12h30
Thursday, 4 May, 15h00-18h30

Tuesday, 30 May, 15h00-18h30

Monday 19 June, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 20 June, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 20 June, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 10 July, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 11 July, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 11 July, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 7 September, 9h00-12h30
Thursday, 7 September, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 25 September, 15h00-18h30
Wednesday, 11 October, 9h00-12h30
Wednesday, 11 October, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 12 October, 09h00-12h30

Thursday, 9 November, 9h00-12h30

Wednesday, 22 November, 9h00-12h30
Wednesday, 22 November, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 23 November, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 4 December, 15h00-18h30
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Useful links
TRAN website: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/TRAN
Policy Department Publication in the European Parliament:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: http://www.sesarju.eu/newsroom/all-news
Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en
DG MOVE newsletter: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/media/newsletter_en
Maltese Presidency of the Council: http://www.eu2017.mt

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport

For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat:
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu


